
Contests 
Voice Masters Gavel Club  

 

Contests force you to prepare much more than usual for speeches since (presumably!) you 
really care about winning.   
 

The Spring Contest season typically starts in February or March.   
The Summer Contest season typically starts in June or July. 
The Fall Contest usually starts in October or November.    
The Counselor will provide the exact dates for the club contests. 
 

 
Inspirational Speech Contest (Spring):  The “grand daddy” of the public speaking 
competitions.  The goal is to move, motivate, and inspire your audience as much as you can in 
five to seven minutes.  

  

Evaluation Contest (Spring):  Who’s the best evaluator in the land?  In this contest, a “target 
speaker” delivers a speech.  The evaluation contestants will be led from the room and given 
five minutes to prepare their notes.  Then, one at a time, they come back and give the 
audience a standard two to three minute evaluation.  The contestants evaluate the same 
speaker and cannot hear other evaluators before they give their evaluations to ensure 
fairness. 

Tall Tales Speech Contest (Summer):  A tall tale must be:  1. Substantially original -- any 
quoted material must be identified during the speech presentation  and   2.  Of a highly 
exaggerated, improbable nature and have a theme or plot.  You must speak for 2 – 5 minutes. 

Poetry Contest (Summer):    It could be an original poem that you made up, OR a published 
poem.  Use vocal variety, gestures, facial expressions, stage movement, etc to present the 
poem.  You will have 2 - 5 minutes for this. 
 

Humorous Speech Contest (Fall):   Got funny?  In this contest, you will have 5-7 minutes with 
the goal to make your audience fall out of their seats laughing.  Just keep it clean and keep it 
punchy and have a great time. 
 

Table Topics Contest (Fall):   Analogous to the Evaluation Contest, to keep things fair all 
contestants will be led from the room and will be brought back, one at a time, to answer the 
same Table Topics question.  You must speak between one minute and two minutes to qualify. 


